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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS ; 

1 . A method of processing information from a plurality of distributed databases by a 
software application program, said plurality of distributed databases and said software 
application program connected by a communication network, said method comprising: 

assigning a plurality of software observation agents to said plurality of distributed 
databases with one software observation agent assigned to a different one of said plurality 
of distributed databases; each of said software observation agents operating under an 
observation rule to detect changes in its associated database; 

operating imder said observation rule by each of said plurality of software 
observation agents to notify a plurahty of software notify agents, via said communication 
network; each of said software notify agents operating und^ a notifying rule to notify a 
particular software listening agent; and 

operating under said notifying rule by each of said plurality of software notify 
agents to transmit a notification to a software Ustening agent, via said communication 
network; said software hstening agent for supplying said notification to said software 
application program; 

wherein said software appUcation program is responsive to changes detected in the 
plurality of distributed databases. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said software Ustening agent operates under a 
listening rule to filter said notification, prior to supplying said notification to said 
software appUcation program. 

3 . The method of claim 2 further comprising: 

operating said software appUcation program based upon said filtered notification 
from said software listening agent. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein each of said software observation agent, notify 
agent and Ustening agent is a JAVA program. 

5. A method of operating a software appUcation program in response to changes in 
data from a plurality of distributed databases, said method comprising: 
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detecting changes in data from said plurality of distributed databases by a 
plurality of software observation agents, with one software observation agent assigned to 
a different one of said plurality of distributed databases; with each of said software 
observation agents operating under an observation rule; 

notifying a plurality of software notify agents by said plurality of software 
observation agents, in response to operating under said observation rule; 

operating under a notifying rule by each of said plurality of software notify agents 
to transmit a notification to a software listening agent; 

supplying said notification to said software application program by said software 
listening agent, operating under a listening rule; 

wherein said software application program is responsive to changes in data from said 
plurality of distributed databases. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein said plurality of distributed databases and said 
software apphcation program are connected by a communication network, and wherein 
said plurality of software observation agents, and said plurality of notify agents, and said 
listening agent communicate via said communication network. 

7. A database management system comprising: 

a plurality of server based computers having a plurality of distributed databases 
for storing data; 

a client based computer for operatuig a software application program; 

a communication network connecting said pluraUty of server based computers and 
said client based computer; 

a plurality of software observation agents, with one software observation agent 
assigned to a different one of said plurality of distributed databases for detecting changes 
in said data in the associated database; each of said software observation agent having an 
associated observation rule, and for generating an observation in response thereto; 

a plurality of software notify agents for receiving said observation from said 
plurality of software observation agents, each of said plurality of software notify agents 
having an associated notify rule and for generating a notification in response thereto 
communicated over said communication network; and 
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a software listening agent for receiving said notification fi-om said plurality of 
software notify agents via said communication network; said software listening agent 
having an associated listening rule for filtering said notification and for notifying said 
software application program. 

8. The system of claim 7 wherein said plurality of software observation agents are 
operable by said plurality of server based computers. 

9. The system of claim 8 wherein said plurality of software notify agents are 
operable by said plurality of server based computers. 

10. The system of claim 9 wherein said software Ustening agent is operable by said 
cUent based computer. 

1 1 . The system of claim 1 0 wherein each of said plurality of software observation 
agents and each of said plurality of notify agents and said software Ustening agent is a 
JAVA program. 

12. The system of claim 7 fiirther comprising, 

user input consol for changing said observation rule, 

1 3 . The system of claim 12 wherein said user input console for changing said notify 
rule. 

14. The system of claim 1 3 wherein said user console for changing said Ustening rule. 

15. A computer product for use with a database management system including a 
pluraUty of server based computers having a plurality of distributed databases for storing 
data, a cUent based computer for operating a software application program, and a 
communication network connecting said plurality of server based computers and said 
client based computer; said computer product comprising: 

computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied 
therein for use with said plurality of server based computers for causing a plurality of 
software observation agents assigned to said plurality of distributed databases, with one 
software observation agent associated with a different one of said pluraUty of distributed 
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databases for detecting changes in said data in the associated database; each of said 
software observation agent having an associated observation rale, and for generating an 
observation in response thereto communicated over said communication network; 

computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied 
therein for use with said plurality of server based computers for causing a plurality of 
software notify agents which receive said observation from said plurality of software 
observation agents, each of said plurality of software notify agents having an associated 
notify rale and for generating a notification in response thereto communicated over said 
communication network; and 

computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied 
therein for use with said client based computer for causing a software listening agent for 
receiving said notification from said plurality of software notify agents via said 
communication network; said software hstening agent having an associated hstening rale 
for filtering said notification and for notifying said software application program 
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